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 OECD: 

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES FOR CITIES IN THE 1990s 

The Key Facts 	 The industrialized countries of the OECD have jointly drawn up guidelines 
on urban policy. These are deliberately designed to affect motor traffic by 
means of integrated decision-taking on planning and land use, a shift towards 
more public transport, and a much greater role for walking, cycling and 
telecommunications. 

Contents 	 The guidelines have been drawn up by the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD), comprising the EC countries, 
Austria, Canada, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Turkey, the USA, Japan, 
Finland, Australia and New Zealand, on the assumption that the needs of the 
present should not be satisfied at the expense of future generations. 

Cities and conurbations suffer from environmental problems and the 
destruction of established districts and historic monuments; from traffic jams, 
atmospheric pollution, shortage of space and difficulties for people without 
cars. Traffic also creates global problems. The rising consumption of oil, the 
most important non-renewable resource, the use of land for cross-country 
roads, and the high level of atmospheric pollution are the main causes of 
worldwide global warming. In the Athens area, for example, transport 
accounts for 86.4% by weight of all airborne pollutants. The social costs of 
noise pollution by traffic in the whole of the OECD amount to about 0.1% of 
the gross national product; the figure for accidents is between 2 and 2.4%. 

The OECD recommends influencing the public's choice of transport mode, 
and the integration of planning for transport and land use. This would start a 
trend away from private towards public transport, and towards the use of 
alternative modes of transport and communication such as walking, cycling 
and telecommunications. 

Stockholm, Athens and Los Angeles have all set examples worth following. 
Stockholm has combined restrictions on car use in the city centre with 
incentives for public transport (Figure 1). In Athens the clean air plan allows 
only cars with alternately odd or even number plates to enter the city centre 
(Figure 2). In Los Angeles only diesel buses fitted with anti-pollution devices 



 

 
will be allowed after 1993, and from the year 2007 there will be a ban on all 
vehicles with internal combustion engines (Figure 3). The report rejects the 
continuing trend towards more road-building. Such roads provide only short
term relief and create new long-term problems. 

Report 	 "Environmental Policies for Cities in the 1990's' (French title: 
'L'environnement urbain: Quelles Politiques pour les annees 1990?". OECD 
guidelines on urban policy, 18 7 1990, OECD papers, vol 97 90 03 1 (ISBN 
92-64-1345-2). Price: FF100. Paris 1990. 

Source 	 OECD Publications, 2 rue Andre-Pascal, F-75 775 Paris Cedex  16; OECD 
Publication and Information Centre, Schedestraße 1, W-5300 BONN 1, 
Germany, tel. 0228/261 045. Fax 0228/261 104. 
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